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Public Local Inquiry into an appeal by Tarmac Ltd against the refusal of
planning permission by Lancashire County Council of planning permission ref

9/05/319

The following is the case which Euxton Parish Council proposes to

present at the Public Local Inquiry

1. Introduction
1.1. This Statement of Case relates to an appeal by Tarmac Ltd relating to a proposed development of sand extraction and processing on land at Runshaw, Euxton, Chorley, Lancashire.

1.2. The site description; the History of the Application and the Appeal; and, the description of what is included within the Application are all substantially as set out in the Statements of Case already submitted by Lancashire County Council and the Appellant.  Attention will be drawn to where there is any disagreement.
2. Euxton Parish Council
2.1. Euxton Parish Council is the Parish Council for the Site which is the subject of this Appeal and residents of the Parish Council area will be most adversely affected by the development that is proposed.

2.2. Euxton Parish Council has decided to take part in the Appeal process as a Rule 6 Party.  It will put forward its opposition to the proposals in the Application in its own right and also so as to support the Reasons for Refusal set out by Lancashire County Council the Mineral Planning Authority.

3. The Case

3.1. It is the residents of Euxton Parish who will be most adversely affected by the carrying out of the proposals and evidence will be presented to show that planning permission should not be granted because of these adverse impacts on the residents of the locality and in particular because of the adverse impact on the health of the local residents.
3.2. Euxton Parish Council will demonstrate that the proposals would have an unacceptable impact on air quality in the locality.  This would be partly due to dust emissions that would be generated during the proposed development.  It would also be due partly to exhaust emissions occurring during the transporting of materials from the site and to emissions from ancillary vehicles.  The impacts will be shown to be unacceptable based on the closeness and location of residential properties and other sensitive land uses.  Consideration will be given to the relevant existing or proposed air quality standards and the effect of the impacts will be shown to be detrimental to persons affected.

3.3. Euxton Parish Council will show that the proposals would have an unacceptable detrimental impact on the residential amenities of residents in the Parish in respect of the site itself and along the routes of traffic to and from the Quarry.  There will be consideration of the impacts on the residents in respect of the existing and anticipated traffic useage.  Evidence will be given as to the current and anticipated experiences by residents in their homes and gardens as well as to open space areas and also impacts on other road users, including pedestrians and cyclists.  It will be shown that the quarry workings would cause unacceptable increase in impacts on the amenities of nearby residential properties by reason of dust, noise, visual intrusion and the impact on other residential amenities during the carrying out of the proposals.  The detrimental impact on road safety will be explained.
3.4. The Parish Council will give evidence to show that the character and amenity value of the local landscape will be unacceptably altered in the short and long term.
3.5. The Parish Council will show that the impacts of the proposals on the local amenities, the landscape and the air quality should not be outweighed by any argument in favour of sand extraction here.  Granting permission subject to conditions would not adequately protect the interests of the locality and persons living there.

3.6. In producing its case Euxton Parish Council will build on the approach and submissions of Lancashire County Council and Chorley Borough Council in respect of these matters except where there is disagreement and shall rely on additional or supplementary evidence as is appropriate to demonstrate its case on these matters.  The Parish Council will, as appropriate, adopt the representations made already by local residents and ERASE in respect of the Application and included within the matters already considered within the Refusal of permission decision.  Reference will be made to the previous Inspector’s Report.
4. Documents
The documents listed by the Appellant and the MPA will or may be referred to on behalf of Euxton Parish Council as well as the representations made by ERASE at Application determination stage and additional documents as are appropriate.
5. Summary
5.1. Euxton Parish Council represents local residents. As a result of the proposals these local residents will experience increased noise; increased dust; increased concerns about and impact on human health; increased road and traffic safety impacts (in vehicles and on foot); increased detriment to landscape and visual amenity.  These negative impacts cannot be properly mitigated against and local residents’ quality of life will be much diminished.  None of the local residents should be put in the position of their quality of life being diminished for the sake of the sand extraction proposed.

5.2. Euxton Parish Council will take issue with the Appellant’s assertions as to the impacts on local residents being acceptable or not significantly adverse and will show that mitigation measures will not be adequate.
